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npfT  STATIj'ENT  BY  TFE  AMERICAN  AMBASSADOR  IN  JAPAN 
(Grew)  TO  W-E  JAPANISE  I.INISTEh  FOR  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS 
(/.RITA )  ON  MAY  11,  1939 


Excerpts. 


I  hove  now  been  instructed  by  r.y  Government  to  call 
~  r-v^ci  1  rnrv  and  primarily  on  humanitarian  grounds, 
»n/?n  iteration  o’Rbfrepreitntstions  cade  on  both  coca- 

^0??errccenrdiAdCisf/ini^toybcnbi^f if  tbe  civilian  popula- 
.  .  pviineVinp  Sv/atow.  Ningpo,  and  Foocbow.  According 

^  ?nfn^^l  relcbing  my  Government,  tbe  destruction  caused 
hv  Scaf  air  ?alds  by  |v7  Japanese  foices  «as  confined  alnost 
entirely  to  civilian  lives  and  t'  e  property  of  civilians. 

#  9  •  |  • 

Added  to  t^e  humanitarian  factor  applying  to  non- 

combatants  generally,  tbe-re  exists  tbe  emphatic  objec- ti  n 
of  tbe  American  Governr.cnt  to  tbe  jeopardizing  01  x  e  *■ 

It  ft  o  in  nat?onals  wbicb  must  inevitably  arise  from  such 
indiscriminate  attacks.  I  need  bardly  remind  ^our  Excellency 
of  t^e  repeated  bombings  of  American  property  in  China,  of 
v:>ich  approximately  140  separate  instances  have  cone  to  my 

•  1^s"r£^&twoimds 

„nd  serious  property  damage  were  caused.  T)  c  fact  yrat 
during1 pre cent  period  reports  of  these  ettacks  on  Anericrn 
property  dwindled,  and  for  a  time  actually  ceased,  gevc  us 
tvcPbcpe  that  effective  steps  v/erc  being  taken  to  meet  our 

representations. 
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TTT.  CFARGL  IN  JAPAN  (DOOTJ.N)  TO 
TTTE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE 

TOKYO,  i  ay  22.  1939—6  p.n. 

Excerpt.  (Received  May  23—5*10  p.n.) 

241.  Dcprrtnent 1  s  }38,  I!py  20,  4  p.n.,  bonbing  of  Anericen 
properties. 


According  to  reports  received  fror.  reliable  sources,  tie 
Anerican  Lutheran  Brethren  i.issicn  property  et  Tangbo,  ronan 
Province,  was  benbed  on  May  4,  pnd  on  May  2  tve  property  of 
the  sent  nission  at  Tun*  pch  was  bor.bed  and  tve  church  end  school 
belonging  to  the  nission  v/cre  destroyed.  Both  properties  were 
narked,  the  report  conccrninr  the  latter  case  stating  specifically 
that  a  large  Ant r lean  flag  was  flying  from  a  high  pole  at  the  tine 
of  bonbing  and  that  the  Anericrn  flag  vies  painted  on  the  roof. 

A  bonb  wrs  also  dropped  on  April  27  on  hospital  property  at  King- 
men,  Pupeh,  belonging  to  t^e  Covenant  Missionary  Society. 
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